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AN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

TEXT: (Ephesians 2:19-22, NIV)

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's
people and members of God's household, 2° built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 2'In him the whole building is
joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being
built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

INTRODUCTION:

1.

"For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to
suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to
say what their itching ears want to hear" (Il Timothy 4:3, NIV).

A. A Snapshot of the Early Church

1.

2.

3.

“Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ" (Acts 5:42, NIV).
"And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade" (Acts 5:12,
NIV).

"While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that
the city was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the
God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who
happened to be there" (Acts 17:16-17, NIV).

. "The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people"

(Acts 5:12, NIV).

. "As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and

mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by"
(Acts 5:15, NIV).

I. APOSTOLIC IN DOCTRINE

1.

"He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter)
and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him" (Matthew
10:1-4, NIV).

2. "And last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. For | am the

3.

least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God" (I Corinthians 15:8-9, NIV).

"In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to
teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen" (Acts 1:1-2, NIV).

4. "But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one

we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so
now | say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you
accepted, let him be eternally condemned!" (Galatians 1:8-9, NIV).
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A. One God

1. "God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory" (I Timothy 3:16,
KJV).

2. "He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for
him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together" (Colossians 1:15-
17, NIV).

3. "For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (Colossians 2:9, KJV).

B. The New Birth
1. "First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the
Gentiles also, | preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their
repentance by their deeds" (Acts 26:20, NIV).
2. "In reply Jesus declared, 'l tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God
unless he is born again.'

'How can a man be born when he is old?’ Nicodemus asked. 'Surely he cannot
enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!

Jesus answered, 'l tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water and the Spirit'" (John 3:3-5, NIV).

4. "When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other apostles, 'Brothers, what shall we do?'

Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all
whom the Lord our God will call" (Acts 2:37-39, NIV).

[I. PENTECOSTAL IN EXPERIENCE
1. "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth"
(Acts 1:8, NIV).

A. An Indwelling Presence
1. "When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them" (Acts 2:1-
4, NIV).
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2. "While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived
at Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked them, 'Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?'

They answered, 'No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."'

So Paul asked, 'Then what baptism did you receive?"

'John's baptism,' they replied.

Paul said, 'John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to
believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." On hearing this, they were
baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied" (Acts
19:1-6, NIV).

B. Identified by Speaking in Unknown Tongues

1. “Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son
of God.

This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come
by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because
the Spirit is the truth. For there are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and
the blood; and the three are in agreement"” (I John 5:5-8, NIV).

2. "While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard
the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they
heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.

Then Peter said, 'Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with
water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.' So he ordered that
they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 10:44-48, NIV).

lll. CHRISTIAN IN LIFESTYLE
1. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new
has come!" (Il Corinthians 5:17, NIV).

A. Saved FROM Sin

1. "Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God?
Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or
commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or are thieves,
or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will
inherit the Kingdom of God" (I Corinthians 6:9-11, NLT).

2. "What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By
no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don't you know
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life" (Romans 6:1-4, NIV).

3. "She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21, NIV).

B. Become Like Christ
1. "And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch" (Acts 11:26).
2. "Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify
God on this behalf" (I Peter 4:16).
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C. Identifying Marks

1

2

CONCLUSIO
1

2.
3.

. "You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self,
which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of
your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness" (Ephesians 4:22-24, NIV).

. “The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man
put on a woman’s garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy
God” (Deuteronomy 22:5, KJV).

N:

. “Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the chief cornerstone" (Ephesians 2:20, NIV).

If you have never repented of yours sins, | urge you to repent.
If you have not yet been baptized in the name of Jesus, | urge you to be baptized
according to the Scriptures.

. If you have not spoken in other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance, | urge
you to seek to be filled.

. If you are trying to remain saved and continue a sinful lifestyle, | urge to put off
the old lifestyle and commit to a life of holiness.

. Be Apostolic! Receive your personal Pentecostal experience! Live a Christian

lifestyle—a life of holiness.



