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THE TRUTH AND THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION:
THE THREE PLANKS OF THE PLATFORM

TEXT: (I Corinthians 15:3-7, NIV)

3For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures, >and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After
that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most
of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. ” Then he appeared to James, then to
all the apostles, & and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

[. MANY INFALLIBLE PROOFS

1.

“After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and
spoke about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3, NIV).

A. Begin with His Disciples

1.

“He appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more
than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are
still living, though some have fallen asleep” (I Corinthians 15:5-6, NIV).

B. According to the Scriptures

1.

2.

“For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures” (I Corinthians 15:3, NIV).

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:
Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen
carefully to what | say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine

in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:14-16,
NIV).

. “The eunuch asked Philip, ‘Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself

or someone else?’ Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told
him the good news about Jesus” (Acts 8:35-35, NIV).

. “He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with

pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him
in low esteem” (Isaiah 53:3, NIV).

. “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and
with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all”
(Isaiah 53:4-6, KJV).

. “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a

lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not
open his mouth” (Isaiah 53:7, NIV).

. “And | will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit

of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and
they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child” (Zechariah 12:10, NIV).
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Il. BECAUSE HE LIVES, WE LIVE
A. The Basis of Our Hope

1. "And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your
faith...And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your
sins" (I Corinthians 15:14,17, NIV).

2. "'Don't be alarmed,’ he said. 'You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him'" (Mark
16:6, NIV).

3. "But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There
you will see him, just as he told you'" (Mark 16:7, NIV).

4. "'l tell you the truth,' Jesus answered, 'this very night, before the rooster crows,
you will disown me three times'" (Matthew 26:34, NIV).

5. "The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word
the Lord had spoken to him: 'Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me
three times. And he went outside and wept bitterly'" (Luke 22:61-62, NIV).

6. "But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There
you will see him, just as he told you'" (Mark 16:7, NIV).

B. The Joy of the Spiritually Resurrected

1. "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God!
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Corinthians 15:55-57,
NIV).

2. "l know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.
And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will see God; | myself will
see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me"
(Job 19:25-27, NIV)!

lll. Benefits of the Resurrection
A. The Saving of a Sinner
1. "For by one man's offense death reigned" (Romans 5:17, KJV).

B. Life Abundantly
1. "l have come that they may have life, and have it to the full" (John 10:10, NIV).
2. "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law"
(Galatians 5:22-23, NIV).

C. The Restorer of Wasted Years
1. “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten—the great locust and the

young locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm—my great army that | sent
among you. You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the
name of the LORD your God, who has worked wonders for you; never again will my
people be shamed. Then you will know that | am in Israel, that | am the LORD your
God, and that there is no other; never again will my people be shamed " (Joel 2:25-
27, NIV).
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CONCLUSION

1. “If any man be in Christ, he /s a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new” (Il Corinthians 5:17, KJV).

2. “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit’” (Acts 2:38, NIV).

3. “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret” (Il
Corinthians 7:10, NIV).

4. “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not,
that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:1-4, KJV).

5. “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his
Spirit who lives in you” (Romans 8:11, NIV).

ASSIGNMENT:
e Take a few minutes to talk about how the resurrection has given you and your family a
new life.
e Review how you can apply the death, burial, and resurrection to your life.
e If someone in your household is old enough to understand the infilling of the Spirit of
God, pray with that person to receive the Holy Ghost.
o Remember Receiving the Holy Ghost is not something you do; it’s what He does!

Focus on Jesus when seeking to be filled.



