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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF BEING A FATHER 

 
TEXT:  (Genesis 12:1-4, NIV) 
 1The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s 
household and go to the land I will show you.  2“I will make you into a great nation and I will 
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  3I will bless those who bless 
you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  
 4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
  1. “I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing”  
   (I Timothy 2:8, NIV). 
  2. “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate  
   family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (I Timothy 5:8,  
   NIV). 
 
I. A FATHER'S RESPONSIBILITY 
  1. “I will make you into a great nation” (Genesis 12:2, NIV).  
  2. “I will bless you” (Genesis 12:2, NIV). 
  3. “I will make your name great” (Genesis 12:2, NIV). 
  4. “You will be a blessing” (Genesis 12:2, NIV). 
  5. “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse” (Genesis  
   12:3, NIV). 
  6. “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:3, NIV). 
  7.  “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I  
   will show you” (Genesis12:1, NIV). 
 
 A. God’s Confidence in Abraham 
  1. “For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after  
   him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord  
   will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him” (Genesis 18:19, NIV).  
 
II. A FATHER’S ROLES 
 A. The Provider 
  1. “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate  
   family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (I Timothy 5:8,  
   NIV). 
  2. “For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: ‘If a man will not work, he  
   shall not eat’” (II Thessalonians 3:10, NIV). 
 
 B. The Protector 
  1. “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for  
   her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,  
   and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any  
   other blemish, but holy and blameless.  In this same way, husbands ought to love  
   their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.  After all, no  
   one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the  
   church” (Ephesians 5:25-29, NIV). 
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  2. “The wife must respect her husband” (Ephesians 5:32, NIV).  
 
 C. The Priest 

  1. “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God with  
   all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These  
   commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on  
   your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the  
   road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands  
   and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses  
   and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, NIV). 
  2. “I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing”  
   (I Timothy 2:8, NIV). 
  3. “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The  
   weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they  
   have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every  
   pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive  
   every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (II Corinthians 10:3-5, NIV). 
 
III. A CHECK LIST FOR FATHERS 
  1. “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress  
   them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk  
   along the road, when you lie down and when you get up” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7,  
   NIV). 
  
 A. Possible Areas of Commitment 
  1. “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church” (Ephesians 5:25, NIV).  
  2. “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most  
   of every opportunity, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16, NIV). 
  3. “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will  
   never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3, NIV). 
 


