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PASSING THE BATON OF TRUTH 

 
TEXT: (Judges 2:7-14, NIV) 
 7 The people served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who 
outlived him and who had seen all the great things the LORD had done for Israel.  
 8 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten. 9 

And they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Heres in the hill country of 
Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.  
 10 After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation 
grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel. 11 Then the Israelites did 
evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals. 12 They forsook the LORD, the God of their 
fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed and worshiped various gods of the 
peoples around them. They provoked the LORD to anger 13 because they forsook him and served 
Baal and the Ashtoreths. 14 In his anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders who 
plundered them. He sold them to their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to 
resist. 
 
KEY VERSES:  “He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood 
by the bank of Jordan; And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the 
waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, 
they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over” (II Kings 2:13-14, KJV). 
 
INTRODUCTION 
  1. “Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things 
   your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live.  Teach  
   them to your children and to their children after them” (Deuteronomy 4:9, NIV). 
  2. “When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me, what can I do for you before 
   I am taken from you?’  
    ‘Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,’ Elisha replied.  
    ‘You have asked a difficult thing,’ Elijah said, ‘yet if you see me when I am taken  
   from you, it will be yours—otherwise, it will not’” (II Kings 2:9-10, NIV). 
 
I. THE FIRST GENERATION 
  1. “Israel served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who  
   outlived him and who had experienced everything the LORD had done for Israel”  
   (Joshua 24:31, NIV). 
 
 A. A Desire for More of What They Had Found 
  1. "I beseech thee, shew me they glory" (Exodus 33:18, KJV). 
  2. "As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul 
   thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?" (Psalm 42:1- 
   2, NIV). 
  3. "O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body  
   longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water.  I have seen you in  
   the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory" (Psalm 63:1-2, NIV). 
  4. "That I might know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
   sufferings" (Philippians 3:10, KJV). 
  5. “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he  
   hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field”  
   (Matthew 13:44, NIV). 
 
 B. A Passionate Generation 
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  1. “But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this 
   day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the  
   River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and  
   my household, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15, NIV).  
  2. “I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish"  
   (Romans 1:14, NIV). 
  3. “For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for  
   my departure.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept  
   the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
   the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to  
   all who have longed for his appearing” (II Timothy 4:6-8, NIV). 
 
 C. Not Afraid to Challenge the People 
  1. “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of  
   Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left.  Do not associate with  
   these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or  
   swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them.  But you are to  
   hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now” (Joshua 23:6-8, NIV). 
  2. “But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves  
   this day whom you will serve” (Joshua 24:15, NIV). 
  3. “And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him”  
   (Joshua 24:24, NIV).  
  4. “Israel served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who  
   outlived him and who had experienced everything the LORD had done for Israel”  
   (Joshua 24:31, NIV). 
 
II. THE SECOND GENERATION 
 A. A Moderation Generation  
  1. “When the LORD your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to  
   Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did  
   not build, houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you  
   did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—then when you eat  
   and are satisfied, be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out  
   of Egypt, out of the land of slavery” (Deuteronomy 6:10-12, NIV). 
 
 A. They Ignored Their Responsibilities 
  1. “Joshua said to the people, ‘You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God;  
   he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins.  If you forsake  
   the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make  
   an end of you, after he has been good to you.’ 
    But the people said to Joshua, ‘No! We will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:19-21,  
   NIV). 
  2. “They took possession of the hill country, but they were unable to drive the people  
   from the plains, because they had iron chariots” (Judges 1:19, NIV). 
  3. “The Benjamites, however, failed to dislodge the Jebusites” (Judges 1:21, NIV). 
  4. “But Manasseh did not drive out the people of Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or  
   Ibleam or Megiddo and their surrounding settlements, for the Canaanites were  
   determined to live in that land” (Judges 1:27, NIV). 
  5. “When Israel became strong, they pressed the Canaanites into forced labor but  
   never drove them out completely” (Judges 1:28, NIV). 
  6. “Nor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites living in Gezer” (Judges 1:29, NIV). 
  7. “Neither did Zebulun drive out the Canaanites living in Kitron or Nahalol” (Judges  
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   1:30, NIV). 
  8. “Nor did Asher drive out those living in Acco or Sidon or Ahlab or Aczib or Helbah  
   or Aphek or Rehob, and because of this the people of Asher lived among the  
   Canaanite inhabitants of the land” (Judges 1:31-32, NIV). 
  9. “Neither did Naphtali drive out those living in Beth Shemesh or Beth Anath; but the  
   Naphtalites too lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the land” (Judges 1:33,  
   NIV). 
  10. “The Amorites confined the Danites to the hill country, not allowing them to come 
   down into the plain” (Judges 1:34, NIV). 
  11. “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and  
   wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?   
   What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?  What does a believer have in  
   common with an unbeliever?  What agreement is there between the temple of God  
   and idols?  For we are the temple of the living God.  As God has said: ‘I will live with  
   them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.’   
    ‘Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord.  Touch no  
   unclean thing, and I will receive you.’  ‘I will be a Father to you, and you will be my  
   sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.’ 
     Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from   
   everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence  
   for God” (II Corinthians 6:14-7:1, NIV). 
 
 B. Failed to Teach Their Children 
  1. “These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to  
   teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so  
   that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as  
   long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so  
   that you may enjoy long life” (Deuteronomy 6:1-2, NIV). 
 
 C. Lost Sight of God’s Plan 
  1. “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be 
   my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a  
   kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:5-6, NIV). 
 
III. THE THIRD GENERATION  
  1. “After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another   
   generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel”  
   (Judges 2:10, NIV). 
 
 A. Knew Not God 
  1. “Eli’s sons were wicked men; they had no regard for the LORD” (I Samuel 2:12,  
   NIV).  
 
 B. Every Man Did That Which Was Right in His Own Eyes 
  1. “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit” (Judges 21:25, NIV).  
 
CONCLUSION 
  1. “He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood  
   by the bank of Jordan; And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and  
   smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had 
    smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over” (II Kings 
    2:13-14, KJV). 


