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Thou Shalt Not Murder 
 

THOU SHALT NOT MURDER 
 

TEXT: (Exodus 20:13, NIV) 
13 You shall not murder. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
  1. This is the Sixth Commandment. 
   I. “Thou shalt have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3, KJV). 
   II. “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image” (Exodus 20:4, KJV). 
   III. “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain” (Exodus 20:7, KJV). 
   IV. “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8, KJV). 
   V. “Honour thy father and thy mother” (Exodus 20:12, KJV). 
   VI. “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13, NIV). 
  2. “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image 
   of God has God made mankind” (Genesis 9:6, NIV). 
 
I. THE TAKING OF HUMAN LIFE 
 A. To Punish Evildoers 
  1. “The authorities that exist have been established by God.  Consequently, whoever  
   rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those  
   who do so will bring judgment on themselves” (Romans 13:1-2, NIV). 
  2. “But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life” (Exodus 21:23, NIV). 
  3. “Do not accept a ransom for the life of a murderer, who deserves to die. They are  
   to be put to death” (Numbers 35:31, NIV). 
  4. “Then the LORD said to Moses: ‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘“When  
   you cross the Jordan into Canaan, select some towns to be your cities of refuge, to 
   which a person who has killed someone accidentally may flee.  They will be places of 
   refuge from the avenger, so that anyone accused of murder may not die before  
   they stand trial before the assembly.  These six towns you give will be your cities of 
   refuge.  Give three on this side of the Jordan and three in Canaan as cities of  
   refuge.  These six towns will be a place of refuge for Israelites and for foreigners  
   residing among them, so that anyone who has killed another accidentally can flee  
   there”’” (Numbers 35:9-15, NIV). 
  5. “But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason.   
   They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer”  
   (Romans 13:4, NIV). 
 
 B. In Time of War 
  1. “The LORD said to Moses, ‘Take vengeance on the Midianites for the Israelites.   
   After that, you will be gathered to your people.’  
    They fought against Midian, as the LORD commanded Moses, and killed every  
   man” (Numbers 31:1-2, 7, NIV). 
  2. “In the cities of the nations the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, do  
   not leave alive anything that breathes.  Completely destroy them—the Hittites,  
   Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—as the LORD your God has  
   commanded you.  Otherwise, they will teach you to follow all the detestable things  
   they do in worshiping their gods, and you will sin against the Lord your God”  
   (Deuteronomy 20:16-18, NIV). 
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  3. “In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the  
   Amorites has not yet reached its full measure” (Genesis 15:16, NIV). 
  4. “Because the sentence against evil deeds is so long in coming, people in general  
   think they can get by with murder” (Ecclesiastes 8:11, MSG). 
 
 
 C. But Not Cold-blooded Murder 
  1. “You must not murder anyone” (Exodus 20:13, NCV). 
  2. “Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who lives trustfully near you” (Proverbs  
   3:29, NIV) 
  3. “May anyone who kills his neighbor secretly be under the LORD’s curse”   
   (Deuteronomy 27:24, NIrV). 
  4. “His heart was drawn to Dinah daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke  
   tenderly to her” (Genesis 34:3, NIV). 
  5. “Jacob’s sons replied deceitfully as they spoke to Shechem and his father Hamor.… 
   We will enter into an agreement with you on one condition only: that you become  
   like us by circumcising all your males” (Genesis 34:13, 15, NIV).  
  6. “Three days later, while all of them were still in pain, two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon  
   and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took their swords and attacked the unsuspecting city,  
   killing every male. They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the sword and took  
   Dinah from Shechem’s house and left” (Genesis 34:25–26, NIV) 
  7. “Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among  
   the inhabitants of the land” (Genesis 34:30, KJV).  
  8. “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13, NIV). 
  9. “Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who lives trustfully near you” (Proverbs  
   3:29, NIV). 
 
II. MURDER BY YOUR TONGUE 
 A. The Power of Life and Death 
  1. “Death and life are in the power of the tongue” (Proverbs 18:21, KJV). 
  2. “For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is  
   tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: But the tongue can no man tame; it is an  
   unruly evil, full of deadly poison” (James 3:7–8, KJV). 
  3. “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and   
   whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment [of the local council]: But I  
   say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in  
   danger of the judgment [of God]: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,  
   shall be in danger of the council [judgment of the local council]: but whosoever  
   shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire [judgment of God]” (Matthew  
   5:21–22, KJV). 
  4. “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is  
   good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which 
   is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh” (Luke 6:45, KJV). 
 
 B. First-degree Murder—an Acid Tongue.  
  1. “And the tongue is …a world of iniquity…it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison”  
   (James 3:6, 8, KJV) 
  2. “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34,  
   KJV).  
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  3. “They are glad now that I am in trouble; they gleefully join together against me.  I  
   am attacked by people I don’t even know; they slander me constantly. … They  
   don’t talk of peace; they plot against innocent people who mind their own business” 
   (Psalm 35:15, 20, NLT). 
  4. “⌊My best friend⌋ has betrayed his friends.  He has broken his solemn promise.  His  
   speech is smoother than butter, but there is war in his heart.  His words are more  
   soothing than oil, but they are like swords ready to attack” (Psalm 55:20–21, GW). 
  10. “There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable (an   
   abomination) to him:  haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent  
   blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a  
   false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers” 
   (Proverbs 6:16-19, NIV). 
 
 C. Second-degree Murder—a Careless Tongue  
  1. “Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who lives trustfully near you. Do not  
   accuse anyone for no reason—when they have done you no harm” (Proverbs 3:29– 
   30, NIV). 
  2. “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13, NIV). 
 
ASSIGNMENT/QUESTIONS 
1. Memorize the Sixth Commandment. 
2. Is it a sin for a Christian to take a life in defending his family? 
3. Is it OK for a Christian to serve in the military? 
4. Discuss how our tongues can commit murder, 
5. How are we like spiders? 
6. Repent of any murders you have committed. 
 


