
1 
February 14, 2021 

A Valentine Day’s Message 
 

A VALENTINE DAY’S MESSAGE 
 
TEXT: (Proverbs 21:21, NIV) 
 21 He who pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
  1. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your  
   mind and with all your strength.’  The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as   
   yourself’” (Mark 12:30-31, NIV).  
 
I. THE PURSUIT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
  1. “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people” (Proverbs  
   14:34, NIV). 
  2. “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given  
   to you as well” (Matthew 6:33, NIV). 
 
 A. Blessed are Those Who Seek Righteousness 
  1. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things  
   shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33, KJV). 
 
 B. Blessed Are Those Who Hunger and Thirst 
  1. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be  filled”  
   (Matthew 5:6, NIV). 
  2. “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul  
   thirsts for God, for the living God” (Psalm 42:1-2, NIV). 
  3. “O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body  
   longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water” (Psalm 63:1, NIV).  
 
 C. Blessed Are the Pure in Heart 
 1. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God” (Matthew 5:8, NIV). 
  2. “How can that which is good get along with that which is bad?  How can light be in  
   the same place with darkness?  How can Christ get along with the devil?  How can  
   one who has put his trust in Christ get along with one who has not put his trust in  
   Christ?  How can the house of God get along with false gods?  We are the house of  
   the living God.  God has said, ‘I will live in them and will walk among them.  I will be  
   their God and they will be My people.’  The Lord has said, ‘So come out from among 
   them.  Do not be joined to them.  Touch nothing that is sinful.  And I will receive  
   you.  I will be a Father to you.  You will be My sons and daughters, says the All- 
   powerful God” 
    Since we have these great promises, dear friends, let us turn away from every sin 
   of the body or of the spirit.  Let us honor God with love and fear by giving   
   ourselves to Him in every way” (II Corinthians 6:14-7:1, NLV). 
  3. “I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing”  
   (I Timothy 2:8, NIV). 
 
II. THE PURSUIT OF LOVE 

  1. "There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do  
   with punishment.  The one who fears is not made perfect in love " (I John 4:18,  
   NIV). 
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  2. "If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For anyone who  
   does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not  
   seen.  And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his  
   brother" (I John 4:20-21, NIV). 
 
 A. Imitators of God 

  1. "Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just  
   as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to  
   God" (Ephesians 5:1-2, NIV). 
  2. “But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you  
   may be sons of your Father in heaven.  He causes his sun to rise on the evil and  
   the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  If you love those  
   who love you, what reward will you get?  Are not even the tax collectors doing  
   that?  And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others?   
   Do not even pagans do that?” (Matthew 5:44-47, NIV). 
 
 B. Love as Christ Loved 
  1. "This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we  
   ought to lay down our lives for our brothers" (I John 3:16, NIV). 
  2. "We love because he first loved us" (I John 4:19, NIV). 
  3. "Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another" (I John  
   4:11, NIV). 
 
III. THE BETTER THINGS 
 A. Life 
  1. “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature”  
   (Galatians 5:16, NIV). 
  2. “When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual 
   immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling,   
   jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy,   
   drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I have  
   before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God”  
   (Galatians 5:19-21, NLT). 
  3. “But the fruit that comes from having the Holy Spirit in our lives is: love, joy,  
    peace, not giving up, being kind, being good, having faith, being gentle, and being 
    the boss over our own desires” (Galatians 5:22-23, NLV).  
 
 B. Prosperity 
  1. “Let those who favor my righteous cause and have pleasure in my uprightness  
   shout for joy and be glad and say continually, Let the Lord be magnified, Who takes 
   pleasure in the prosperity of His servant” (Psalm 35:27, AMPC). 
  2. “Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to  
   the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.  Do not let  
   this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that 
   you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be    
   prosperous and successful” (Joshua 1:7-8, NIV). 
  3. “Then you will have success if you are careful to observe the decrees and laws that 
   the LORD gave Moses for Israel” (I Chronicles 22:13, NIV).  
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  4. “Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the  
   peoples.  All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the Lord has  
   blessed” (Isaiah 61:9, NIV). 
  5. “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to  
   preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to  
   proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to  
   proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to  
   comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on  
   them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  
   and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair” (Isaiah 61:1-3, NIV. 
 
 C. Honor 
  1. “It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual   
   immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is  
   holy and honorable” (I Thessalonians 4:3-4, NIV). 
  2. “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,  
   sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work” (II  
   Timothy 2:21, KJV). 
  3. “As for you, if you walk before me in integrity of heart and uprightness, as David  
   your father did, and do all I command and observe my decrees and laws, I will  
   establish your royal throne over Israel forever” (I Kings 9:4-5, NIV). 
 
CONCLUSION 
  1. “But godliness with contentment is great gain” (I Timothy 6:6, NIV). 
  2. “We plan the way we want to live, but only God makes us able to live it” (Proverbs  
   16:9, MSG). 
 


