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CALLED TO BE A DISCIPLE 

 
TEXT:  (Mark 8:34-38, NIV) 
 34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will 
save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what 
can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 
Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
  1. “Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple” (Luke  
   14:33, NIV). 
 
 A. Discipleship—Willingness to Die  
  1. "Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as  
   living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do  
   not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the  
   renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will  
   is—his good, pleasing and perfect will" (Romans 12:1-2, NIV). 
  2. "I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of  
   sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain 
   to the resurrection from the dead" (Philippians 3:10-11, NIV). 
  3. “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given  
   to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry  
   about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:33-34, NIV). 
 
I. THE CALL TO FOLLOW 
 A. The Call Is Extended to All  
  1. “For many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14, KJV). 
  2. “As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him.  
   ‘Good teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’  
    ‘Why do you call me good?’ Jesus answered.  ‘No one is good—except God  
   alone.  You know the commandments: ‘“Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do 
   not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and  
   mother.”’  
    ‘Teacher,’ he declared, ‘all these I have kept since I was a boy.’  
    Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you lack,’ he said.  ‘Go, sell  
   everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  
   Then come, follow me’” (Mark 10:17-21, NIV). 
 
 B. Called to Take Up a Cross 
  1. “Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple” (Luke  
   14:27, NIV). 
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 C. Our Response to the Call 
  1. “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called  
   Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were  
   fishermen.  ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of men.’  At  
   once they left their nets and followed him” (Matthew 4:18-20, NIV). 
  2. “What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open” (Revelation  
   13:7, NIV). 
  3. "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived.  The  
   virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet.  And the door  
   was shut. 
    "Later the others also came.  'Sir!  Sir!' they said.  'Open the door for us!' 
    "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' 
    "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour"   
   (Matthew 25:10-13, NIV). 
  4. "He said to another man, 'Follow me.'  
    But the man replied, 'Lord, first let me go and bury my father.' 
    Jesus said to him, 'Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim  
   the kingdom of God.' 
    Still another said, 'I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good- 
   by to my family.' 
    "Jesus replied, 'No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for  
   service in the kingdom of God'"(Luke 9:59-62, NIV)  
 
II. REQUIREMENTS OF DISCIPLES 
 A. Quality, Not Quantity 
  1. “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate 
   the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?  For if he lays the   
   foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying,  
   ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish’” (Luke 14:28-33, NIV).  
  2. “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the  
   kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62, NIV).  
 
 B. Must Make a Total Commitment 
  1. “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and  
   children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple” 
   (Luke 14:26, NIV).  
  2. “And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple”  
   (Luke 14:27, NIV).  
  3. “If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also” (John 15:21, NIV).  
  4. “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the  
   kingdom of heaven.  
    “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds  
   of evil against you because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your  
   reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were  
   before you” (Matthew 5:10-12, NIV).    
 
 C. Must Continue to Obey His Word 
  1. "The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch" (Acts 11:26, NIV). 
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 III. REWARDS OF FOLLOWING 
  1. "'I tell you the truth,' Jesus replied, 'no one who has left home or brothers or  
   sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to  
   receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters,  
   mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, 
   eternal life'" (Mark 10:29-30, NIV). 
 
 A. In This World 
  1. "Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens" (Psalm  
   68:19, NIV).  
 
 B. In the World to Come 
  1. "Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth  
   had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new  
   Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully  
   dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now  
   the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people,  
   and God himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from  
   their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old  
   order of things has passed away’" (Revelation 21:1-4, NIV).  
 
CONCLUSION: 
  1. “Jesus replied, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for  
   service in the kingdom of God’” (Luke 9:62, NIV). 
  2. “A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master” (Matthew  
   10:24, NIV). 
  3. “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of  
   sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain  
   to the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:10-11, NIV). 
  


