
 
THE THANKFUL HEART OF THE PASTOR 

TEXT: (I Corinthians 1:1-9, NIV) 
 1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be 
holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their 
Lord and ours:  3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 4 I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.  5 For in him 
you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your knowledge—6 because 
our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.  7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift 
as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  8 He will keep you strong to the 
end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 God, who has called 
you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. 
 
I. ALL BECAUSE OF THE GRACE OF GOD 
 A. God, Rich in Mercy and Love, Gave Us Life 
  1. "But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive”  
   (Ephesians 2:4-5, NIV).  
 
 B. Enriched Us in Every Way 
  1. “For in him you have been enriched in every way” (I Corinthians 1:5, NIV). 
  2. "God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in  
   transgressions" (Ephesians 2:4-5, NIV). 
  3. "Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were   
   baptized into his death?" (Romans 6:3, NIV). 
  4. "And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who  
   raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his  
   Spirit, who lives in you" (Romans 8:11, NIV). 
  5. "And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in  
   Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable  
   riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6- 
   7, NIV).  
 
 C. The Word Was Confirmed in Them 
  1. “I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you  
   to repentance” (II Corinthians 7:9, NIV). 
 
II. THE SPIRIT OF A TEACHABLE SAINT 
  1. “Quench not the Spirit” (I Thessalonians 5:19, KJV). 
  2. “Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block  
   to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men’”   
   (Matthew 16:23, NIV). 
  3. “When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in  
   the wrong” (Galatians 2:11, NIV). 
  4. “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother  
   Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him” (II Peter 3:15, NIV). 
 
 A. Show Me Your Ways 
  1. “Show me your ways, O LORD” (Psalms 25:4, NIV). 
 
 B. Teach Me Your Paths 
  1. “Teach me your paths” (Psalms 25:4, NIV). 
  2. "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path" (Psalm 119:105, NIV). 



 
  3. “Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older.…Humble  
   yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due  
   time” (I Peter 5:5-6, NIV). 
  4. "There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death"   
   (Proverbs 14:12, NIV).  
 
 C. Guide Me in Your Truth 
  1. "Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in 
   you all day long" (Psalm 25:5, NIV).  
  2. "But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light" (John 3:21, NIV). 
 
III. NOTHING LACKING 
  1. “Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus  
   Christ to be revealed” (I Corinthians 1:7, NIV). 
  2. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well  
   fed or hungry, whether living in plenty of in want.  I can do everything through him  
   who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:11-13, NIV). 
 
 A. Keep an Appetite for Heavenly Manna 
  1. “But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!”  
   (Numbers 11:6, NIV). 
  2. “We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons,  
   leeks, onions and garlic” (Numbers 11:5, NIV). 
  3. “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in  
   your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good” (I Peter 2:2-3,  
   NIV). 
 
 B. Recognize God’s Provision 
  1. “He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our  
   Lord Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 1:8, NIV). 
  2. “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you  have,  
   because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you’” (Hebrews  
   13:5, NIV). 
 C. Eagerly Wait for the Return of the Lord 
  1. “Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus  
   Christ to be revealed” (I Corinthians 1:7, NIV). 
  2. "For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches us  
   to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright 
   and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the   
   glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:11-13, NIV). 
  3. "Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been  
   made known.  But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall  
   see him as he is.  Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is  
   pure" (I John 3:2-3, NIV). 
  4. "Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan   
   inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  
   For in this hope we were saved" (Romans 8:23-24, NIV).  
CONCLUSION 
  1. “God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is  
   faithful” (I Corinthians 1:9, NIV). 
  2. "For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which  
   God prepared in advance for us to do" (Ephesians 2:9-10, NIV).  


