
WISE MEN STILL WORSHIP HIM 
TEXT: (Matthew 2:1-11, NLT) 
 1 Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time 
some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where is the newborn king of 
the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.”  
 3 King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. 
4 He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is 
the Messiah supposed to be born?”  
 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote:  
 6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of 
Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’ ”  
 7 Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them 
the time when the star first appeared. 8 Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search 
carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and 
worship him, too!”  
 9 After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the 
east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 11 They entered the house and 
saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
INTRODUCTION: 
  1. “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did  
   not recognize him” (John 1:10, NIV). 
  2. “Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling  
   to.  Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave 
   and was born as a human being” (Philippians 2:6-7, NLT). 
  3. "So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in  
   the manger.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had  
   been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the  
   shepherds said to them.  But Mary treasured up all these things and  pondered  
   them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the  
   things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had  been told" (Luke  
   2:16-20, NIV). 
  4. “When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the 
   Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: ‘Sovereign  
   Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes  
   have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light 
   for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel’” (Luke 2:27-30,  
   NIV). 
  5. “Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke  
   about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem”  
   (Luke 2:36, NIV). 
 
I. THEY CAME FROM AFAR 
 A. They Traveled a Great Distance 
  1. "Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into 
   the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst" (I Timothy 1:15, NIV). 
  2. “Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God?  
   Don’t fool yourselves.  Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or  
   commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or are thieves, 
   or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will  
   inherit the Kingdom of God.  Some of you were once like that.  But you were  
   cleansed; you were made holy; you were made right with God by calling on the  



   name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (I Corinthians 6:9-11,  
   NLT). 
 
 C. They Were Determined to Worship Him 
  1. “Wake up, my heart!  Wake up, O lyre and harp! I will wake the dawn with my song.  
   I will thank you, Lord, among all the people.  I will sing your praises among the  
   nations.  For your unfailing love is as high as the heavens.  Your faithfulness  
   reaches to the clouds. 
    Be exalted, O God, above the highest heavens.  May your glory shine over all the 
   earth” (Psalm 57:8-11, NLT). 
  2. “When those who carried the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, David sacrificed a  
   bull and a fattened calf. 
    Wearing a linen ephod, David danced in the Lord’s presence with all his might” (II 
   Samuel 6:13-14, GW). 
II.  THEY CAME TO WORSHIP 
 A. Worship Requires Effort 
  1. "Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey....When he had  
   cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him  
   about.  On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance"  
   (Genesis 22:3-4, NIV). 
 
 B. The Eye of the Worshipper is fixed on the King 
  1. "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the  
   east and have come to worship him" (Luke 2:2, NIV). 
  2. “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of   
   witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,  
   and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the  
   author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2, KJV). 
  3. “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears  
  the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it,   
  making it unfruitful" (Matthew 13:22, NIV). 
III.  THEY BROUGHT GIFTS 
 A. They Presented Themselves First 
  1. "On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
   down and worshiped him" (Matthew 2:11, NIV). 
  2. "Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as  
   living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do  
   not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by  the  
   renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will  
   is—his good, pleasing and perfect will" (Romans 12:1-2, NIV). 
  3. “They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed  
   down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him  
   gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Matthew 2:11, NLT). 
  7. “On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD  
  OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:16, NIV). 
 
 B. They Brought Gifts 
  1. "Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of  
   incense and of myrrh" (Matthew 2:11, NIV). 
  2. "While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as  
   Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume,  
   made of pure nard.  She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head” (Mark  
   14:3, NIV). 


