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BECOMING A WORLD CHANGER 
 

TEXT:  (Acts 17:1-9, ESV) 
 1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.  2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, 
and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving 
that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, 
whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” 4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and 
Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5 But the 
Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city 
in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd.  6 And 
when they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city 
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also, 
7 and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying 
that there is another king, Jesus.” 8 And the people and the city authorities were disturbed when 
they heard these things. 9 And when they had taken money as security from Jason and the rest, 
they let them go. 
 
I. SELFLESS SERVANTS 
  1. “Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to  
   Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.  And Paul went in, as was  
   his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures” 
   (Acts 17:1-2, ESV). 
  2. “He reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was  
   necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, ‘This  
   Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ’” (Acts 17:2-3, ESV). 
 
 A. He Reasoned with Them 
  1. “So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of  
   the Lord.  And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists” (Acts 9:28-29, ESV). 
  2. “Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you’re living the way you are,  
   and always with the utmost courtesy. Keep a clear conscience before God so that  
   when people throw mud at you, none of it will stick. They’ll end up realizing that  
   they’re the ones who need a bath” (I Peter 3:15-16, MSG). 
 
 B. He Was a Servant to All 
  1. “If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:   
   circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a  
   Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the  
   church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless” (Philippians 3:4-6, NIV). 
  2. “I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to  
   the unwise” (Romans 1:14, KJV). 
  3. “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is  
   more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing 
   Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things” (Philippians 3:7-8, NIV). 
  4. “For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I  
   might gain the more (win as many as possible, NIV)” (I Corinthians 9:19, KJV).  
 
 C. An Attitude of Hospitality 
  1. “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of  
   mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40, NIV). 
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  2. “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have   
   entertained angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2, NIV). 
 
II. HAVE A PASSION FOR PEOPLE 
 A. Passionate Persuading 
  1. “And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many  
   of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women” (Acts 17:4, ESV). 
  2. “But the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they  
   formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking  
   to bring them out to the crowd.  And when they could not find them, they dragged  
   Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities, shouting, ‘These men  
   who have turned the world upside down have come here also’” (Acts 17:5-6, ESV). 
 
 C. Be Passionate Over the Things Our Lord Is Passionate Over 
  1. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever  
   believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son  
   into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him” (John  
   3:16-17, NIV). 
  2. “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,  
   Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8, NIV). 
  3. “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with  
   Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been  
   saved” (Ephesians 2:4-5, NIV). 
  4. “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of   
   Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost” (Luke  
   19:9-10, NIV). 
 
III. BE A COMMITTED CHRISTIAN 
  1. “As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea.  On  
   arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue” (Acts 17:9-10, NIV).  
 
 A. Willing 
  1. “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send?  And who will go for 
   us?’ 
    “And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’  
    “He said, ‘Go and tell this people’ (Isaiah 6:8-9, NIV). 
 
 B. Faithful 
  1. “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful” (I  
   Corinthians 4:2, NIV).  
 
 C. Humble 
  1 “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you  
   have received.  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one  
   another in love.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond  
   of peace” (Ephesians 4:1-3, NIV). 
 
CONCLUSION 
  1. “For the Son of man came to seek and save what was lost” (Luke 19:10, NIV). 
  2. "Now he had to go through Samaria" (John 4:4, NIV). 


