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TEXT: (Exodus 40:34-38, NIV) 
 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle.  35 Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, 
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  
 36 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, 
they would set out; 37 but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 
38 So the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in 
the sight of all the Israelites during all their travels. 
 
I. A BETTER PLAN 
  1. “The Israelites started wailing and said, ‘If only we had meat to eat!  We remember  
   the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and 
   garlic.  But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!”  
   (Numbers 11:4-6, NIV).  
 
 A. A Better Priesthood 
  1. "Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and  
   again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins" (Hebrews  
   10:11, NIV). 
  2. "But when this priest (Jesus Christ) had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins,  
   he sat down at the right hand of God.  Since that time he waits for his enemies to  
   be made his footstool, because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those 
   who are being made holy" (Hebrews 10:12-14, NIV).  
  3. "Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him,  
   because he always lives to intercede for them" (Hebrews 7:25, NIV).  
 
 B. A Better Tabernacle 
  1. “But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, 
   he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with  
   human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation.  He did not enter by  
   means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place  
   once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.  The blood of  
   goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially  
   unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.  How much more, then, will 
   the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to  
   God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve  
   the living God!” (Hebrews 9:11-14, NIV). 
  2. "But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go away, 
   the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you" (John 16:7,  
   NIV). 
  3. "For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true  
   one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence" (Hebrews  
   9:24, NIV). 
 
 C. A Better Sacrifice 
  1. "But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, because it is impossible for the 
   blood of bulls and goats to take away sins" (Hebrews 10:3-4, NIV). 
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  2. "The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are  
   ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.  How much  
   more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself  
   unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to  death, so that 
   we may serve the living God!" (Hebrews 9:13-14, NIV).  
  3. “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good  
   news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and  
   recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of  
   the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19, NIV. 
 
II. A BETTER COVENANT 
  1. "He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins  
   of the whole world" (I John 2:2, NIV). 
  2. “But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant 
   of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new  covenant is  
   established on better promises” (Hebrews 8:6, NIV).  
  3. "For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have  
   been sought for another" (Hebrews 8:7, NIV).  
 
 A. Access to God 
  1. "Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
   mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need" (Hebrews 4:16, NIV). 
  2. "Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God  
   through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into  
   this grace in which we now stand.  And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God"  
   (Romans 5:1-2, NIV).  
  3. "For through him we both (those far away and those near) have access to the  
   Father by one Spirit" (Ephesians 2:18, NIV).  
  4. "In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and   
   confidence"(Ephesians 3:12, NIV).   
 
 B. Laws Written in the Heart 
  1. "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares  
   the Lord.  I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.  I will be  
   their God, and they will be my people" (Hebrews 8:10, NIV). 
  2. "I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from  
   them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.  Then they will follow my  
   decrees and be careful to keep my laws.  They will be my people, and I will be their  
   God" (Ezekiel 11:19, NIV).  
  3. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed  
   away; behold, all things are become new” (II Corinthians 5:17, KJV). 
 
 C. Power to Overcome  
  1. "I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The  
   life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave  
   himself for me" (Galatians 2:20, NIV). 
  2. "But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the 
   benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life" (Romans 6:22,  
   NIV). 
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  3. "May the God of peace…equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may 
   he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for  
   ever and ever" (Hebrews 13:20-21, NIV). 
 
III. A BETTER HOPE 
 A. Change Is Reality 
  1. "The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law  
   made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to  
   God" (Hebrews 7:18-19, NIV).  
  2. “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re- 
   mould your minds from within, so that you may prove in practice that the plan of  
   God for you is good, meets all his demands and moves towards the goal of true  
   maturity” (Romans 12:2, PHILLIPS). 
  3. "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,   
   faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law"  
   (Galatians 5:22-23, NIV).  
  4. "His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through  
   our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.  Through these 
   he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you  
   may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused  
   by evil desires" (II Peter 1:3-4, NIV).  
 
 B. This Hope Purifies 
  1. "For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches us  
   to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright  
   and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the   
   glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:11-13, NIV). 
  2. "Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been  
   made known.  But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall  
   see him as he is.  Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is  
   pure" (I John 3:2-3, NIV). 
 


