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THE DOCTRINE OF WATER BAPTISM 

 
TEXT: (I Peter 3:18-22, NIV) 
 18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19through whom also he went 
and preached to the spirits in prison 20who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 
through water, 21and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also not the removal of 
dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand with angels, 
authorities and powers in submission to him. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 A. Global Salvation Statements 
  1. “You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the  
   end will be saved” (Matthew 10:22) 
  2. “The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.  He  
   then brought them out and asked, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’  
    They replied, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your  
   household.’  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in  
   his house.  At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; 
   then immediately he and all his household were baptized” (Acts 16:29-33) 
 
I.  PART OF THE PLAN OF SALVATION 
 A. Taught by Jesus 
  1. "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will  
   be condemned" (Mark 16:16, NIV). 
  2.  "In reply Jesus declared, 'I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God  
   unless he is born again.'   
    'How can a man be born when he is old?'  Nicodemus asked.  'Surely he cannot  
   enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!' 
    Jesus answered, 'I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God  
   unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit  
   gives birth to spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying, '"You must be born  
   again"' (John 3:3-7, NIV). 
 
 B.  Preached by Peter 
  1. "Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus  
   Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy  
   Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all  
   whom the Lord our God will call.'   
    With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, 'Save  
   yourselves from this corrupt generation.'  Those who accepted his message were  
   baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day" (Acts  
   2:38-41, NIV). 
  2. "'Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?  They have  
   received the Holy Spirit just as we have.'  So he ordered that they be baptized in  
   the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 10:47-48, NIV). 
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 C. Preached by Paul 
  1.  "While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived  
   at Ephesus.  There he found some disciples and asked them, "Did you receive the  
   Holy Spirit when you believed?"  
    They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 
    So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?"  
    "John's baptism," they replied. 
    Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance.  He told the people to  
   believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus."  On hearing this, they were  
   baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  When Paul placed his hands on them,  
   the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied” (Acts  
   19:1-6, NIV). 
 
II.  THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM 
 A.  Forgiveness of Sins 
  1.  "Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus  
   Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy  
   Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 
  2. "And now what are you waiting for?  Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away,  
   calling on his name" (Acts 22:16, NIV) 
  3. “In him (Christ) you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature,  
   not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done  
   by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your  
   faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead” (Colossians 2:11-12,  
   NIV). 
 
 B. Identification (Buried) with Christ 
  1.  "Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were  
   baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into  
   death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of  
   the Father, we too may live a new life" (Romans 6:3-4, NIV). 
 
 C.  Signs of the Covenant 
  1. "Then God said to Abraham, 'As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and  
   your descendants after you for the generations to come.  This is my covenant with 
   you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep:  Every male  
   among you shall be circumcised.…Any uncircumcised male, who has not been  
   circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my   
   covenant" (Genesis 17:9-10, 14, NIV) 
  2. "In him (Christ) you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature,  
   not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done  
   by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your  
   faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.  When you were dead in  
   your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with  
   Christ.  He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its  
   regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away,  
   nailing it to the cross" (Colossians 2:11-14, NIV) 
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III.  THE MANNER OF BAPTISM 
 A.  In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
  1.  "Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus  
   Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy  
   Spirit'" (Acts 2:38, NIV). 
  2. "When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit,  
   because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been  
   baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 8:15-16, NIV). 
  3.  "So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 10:48,  
   NIV). 
  4. “On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 19:5,  
   NIV). 
  5. "And now what are you waiting for?  Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away,  
   calling on his name" (Acts 22:16, NIV). 
 
 B.  What About Matthew 28:19? 
  1. “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of  
   the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19, NIV). 
 
 C. Significance of the Name 
  1. “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
   men by which we -must be saved" (Acts 4:12, NIV) 
  2.  "And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord  
   Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Colossians 3:17, NIV). 
 
CONCLUSION 
 A.  Preparation for Baptism 
  1. "And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to  
   him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him" 
   (Hebrews 11:6, NIV). 
  2.  "Produce fruit in keeping with repentance" (Matthew 3:8, NIV).  


