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I DON’T NEED A WHACK ON THE HEAD 

 
TEXT: (Proverbs 17:10, MSG) 
 10 A quiet rebuke to a person of good sense does more than a whack on the head of a 
fool. 
 
I. SOME SEEM TO NEED A WACK ON THE HEAD 
 A. Not Responding to the Word of God 
  1. “Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because 
   of my mighty hand he will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will drive  
   them out of his country’” (Exodus 6:1, NIV). 
  2. “But the Egyptian magicians did the same things by their secret arts, and Pharaoh’s 
   heart became hard; he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had  
   said.  Instead, he turned and went into his palace, and did not take even this to  
   heart” (Exodus 7:22-23, NIV). 
  3. “Moses said to Pharaoh, ‘I leave to you the honor of setting the time for me to pray 
   for you and your officials and your people that you and your houses may be rid of  
   the frogs, except for those that remain in the Nile.’ 
    Tomorrow,” Pharaoh said” (Exodus 8:9-10, NIV). 
  4. “When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials 
   changed their minds about them and said, ‘What have we done?  We have let the  
   Israelites go and have lost their services!’  So he had his chariot made ready and  
   took his army with him” (Exodus 14:5-6, NIV). 
  5. “Remember Lot’s wife!” (Luke 17:32, NIV) 
 
 B. Failing to Recognize the Supremacy of God 
  1. “He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel and also made cast idols for   
   worshiping the Baals.  He burned sacrifices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and   
   sacrificed his sons in the fire, following the detestable ways of the nations the  
   LORD had driven out before the Israelites” (II Chronicles 28:2-3, NIV). 
  2. “Therefore the LORD his God handed him over to the king of Aram.  The Arameans  
   defeated him and took many of his people as prisoners and brought them to  
   Damascus” (II Chronicles 28:5, NIV). 
  3. “In his time of trouble King Ahaz became even more unfaithful to the LORD.  He  
   offered sacrifices to the gods of Damascus, who had defeated him; for he thought,  
   ‘Since the gods of the kings of Aram have helped them, I will sacrifice to them so  
   they will help me.’  But they were his downfall and the downfall of all  Israel” (II  
   Chronicles 28:22-23, NIV). 
  4. “He also told them this parable: ‘Can a blind man lead a blind man?  Will they not  
   both fall into a pit?’” (Luke 6:39, NIV). 
 
II. CHARACTERISTICS OF A PERSON WHO LEARNS 
  1. “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned 
   the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,  
   whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do all this through him who gives me  
   strength” (Philippians 4:12-13, NIV). 
 
 A. A Wakeful Ear 
  1. “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is  
   like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams  
   rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it  
   had its foundation on the rock” (Matthew 7:24-25, NIV). 
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  2. “We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites  
   from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away.  But their minds were made  
   dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read.  It has not 
   been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away.  Even to this day when  
   Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts.  But whenever anyone turns to the Lord,  
   the veil is taken away.  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord  
   is, there is freedom.  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory,  
   are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes  
   from the Lord, who is the Spirit” (II Corinthians 3:13-18, NIV). 
  3. “The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said,  
   ‘Here I am; you called me.’ 
    Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy.  So Eli told Samuel, ‘Go and  
   lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘“Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”’  So  
   Samuel went and lay down in his place” (I Samuel 3:8-9, NIV). 
 
 B. A Tender Conscience 
  1. “Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of   
   possible punishment but also because of conscience. 
    This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give  
   their full time to governing.  Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes,  
   pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor”  
   (Romans 13:5-7, NIV). 
 
 C. A Softened Heart 
  1. “Yet, O LORD, you are our Father.  We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all  
   the work of your hand.  Do not be angry beyond measure, O LORD; do not   
   remember our sins forever.  Oh, look upon us, we pray, for we are all your people”  
   (Isaiah 64:8-9, NIV). 
  2. “But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter  
   formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him” (Jeremiah 18:4, NIV). 
 
 D. A Teachable Spirit 
  1. “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to  
   suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to  
   say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the  
   truth and turn aside to myths.  But you, keep your head in all situations, endure  
   hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry” (II  
   Timothy 4:3-5, NIV). 
  2. “When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in  
   the wrong.  Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles.  
   But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the  
   Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the  circumcision group.   
   The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even   
   Barnabas was led astray. 
    When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said  
   to Peter in front of them all, ‘You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a 
   Jew.  How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?’” (Galatians 
   2:11-14).  
 
CONCLUSION 
  1. Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise”  
    (Luke 23:43, NIV). 


