
WATCH! 
 
Text:  (Matthew 24:36-51, NIV) 
 36“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would 
happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the 
Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will 
be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  
 42“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 
43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was 
coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you 
also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.  
 45“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the 
servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that 
servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47I tell you the truth, he will put him 
in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My 
master is staying away a long time,’ 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat 
and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not 
expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place 
with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
 

I. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 
  1. "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with  
   me that you also may be where I am" (John 14:3, NIV). 
  2. "'Men of Galilee,' they said, 'why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This  
   same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same  
   way you have seen him go into heaven'" (Acts 1:11, NIV). 
  2. “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to  
   grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  We believe that Jesus died and  
   rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen  
   asleep in him.  According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still  
   alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who  
   have fallen asleep.  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud  
   command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and  
   the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
   caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we 
   will be with the Lord forever.  Therefore encourage each other with these words” (I 
   Thessalonians 4:13-18, NIV) 
 
 A. The Signs of Christ's Coming 
  1. "They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations.   
   Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are  
   fulfilled" (Luke 21:24, NIV). 
  2. “Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who  
   pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it  
   be! Amen” (Revelation 1:7, NIV). 
 B. Facts Concerning the Rapture of the Church 
  1. "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
   but only the Father" (Mark 13:32, NIV). 
 
 



  2. "But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the  
   Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under  
   his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious  
   body" (Philippians 3:2-21, NIV). 
 
II. ALWAYS READY  
  1. "If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.  What I say to you, I say to 
   everyone: 'Watch!'" (Mark 13:37, NIV). 
 
 A. Get Ready 
  1. "In reply Jesus declared, 'I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God  
   unless he is born again.' 
    "How can a man be born when he is old?’  Nicodemus asked.  'Surely he cannot  
   enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!' 
    Jesus answered, 'I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God  
   unless he is born of water and the Spirit'" (John 3:3-5, NIV). 
  2. "Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus  
   Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy  
   Spirit'" (Act 2:38, NIV). 
 
 B. Stay Ready 
  1. “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that  
   we do not drift away” (Hebrews 2:1, NIV). 
  2. “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and   
   debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish  
   ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.  I warn  
   you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of  
   God” (Galatians 5:19-21, NIV). 
  3. “Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God?  
   Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or  
   commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or are thieves, 
   or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will  
   inherit the Kingdom of God” (I Corinthians 6:9-10, NLT). 
 
III. MUST NOT IGNORE THE WARNINGS 
 A. Noah's Day 
  1. “He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
   Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the  
   presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to  
   be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have  
   believed” (II Thessalonians 1:8-10, NIV). 
   
 B. Sodom and Gomorrha 
  1. “Remember Lot's wife!” (Luke 17:32, NIV). 
  2. “We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons,  
   leeks, onions and garlic.  But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything 
   but this manna!" (Numbers 11:5-6, NIV). 
  3. "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the  
   kingdom of God" (Luke 9:62, NIV)  
 


