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THE DOCTRINE OF OVERCOMING 

 
TEXT: (I John 5:4, ESV) 
4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
  1. “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great  
   revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to  
   torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But he  
   said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in   
   weakness’” (II Corinthians 12:7-9, NIV).  
 
I. YOU HAVE A REAL ENEMY 
  1. “In this world you will have trouble, but be brave! I have defeated the world” (John  
   16:33, NCV). 
 
 A. Recognizing the Enemy 
  1. “This day I defy the ranks of Israel!  Give me a man and let us fight each other” (I  
   Samuel 17:10, NIV). 
  2. "David said to the Philistine, 'You come against me with sword and spear and  
   javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the  
   armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day the LORD will hand you over to  
   me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head.  Today I will give the carcasses  
   of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the  
   whole world will know that there is a God in Israel'" (I Samuel 17:44-45, NIV). 
 
 B. Understanding the Enemy 
  1. “Choose a man and have him come down to me.  If he is able to fight and kill me,  
   we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become 
   our subjects and serve us” (I Samuel 17:8-9, NIV). 
 
 C. The Dimming of Our Spiritual Eyesight 
  1. “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may  
   know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in  
   the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe” (Ephesians 1:18- 
   19, NIV). 
  2. “As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped  
   out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it.  When the  
   Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear” (I Samuel 17:23-24,  
   NIV). 
 
II. GOD WORKS FOR US 
  1. “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which  
   God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:4, NIV).  
  2. “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to  
   completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6, NIV). 
  3. “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of  
   his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers” (Romans 8:29, NIV). 
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 A. God Helps Us in Our Weakness 
  1. “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness” (Romans 8:26, NIV). 
  2. “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with  
   thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which   
   transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” 
   (Philippians 4:6-7, NIV). 
 
 B. God Helps Us in Prayer 
  1. “We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for  
   us with groans that words cannot express” (Romans 8:26, NIV). 
  2. “For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God.  Indeed,  
   no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit” (I Corinthians 14:2,  
   NIV). 
  3. “He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself” (I Corinthians 14:4, NIV). 
 
 C. God Searches Our Hearts 
  1. “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.   
   See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm  
   139:23-24, NIV). 
  2. “And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit  
   intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will” (Romans 8:27, NIV). 
  3. “The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among men  
   knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him?  In the same way  
   no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  We have not received 
   the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand  
   what God has freely given us” (I Corinthians 2:10-12, NIV). 
 
III. MORE THAN CONQUERORS 
  1. “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us”  
   (Romans 8:37, NIV).  
 
 A. Through Christ 
  1. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You give a tenth  
   of your spices—mint, dill and cummin.  But you have neglected the more important 
   matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness.  You should have practiced the 
   latter, without neglecting the former.  You blind guides!  You strain out a gnat but  
   swallow a camel” (Matthew 25:23-24, NIV). 
 
 B. Nothing Can Separate You from the Love of God 
  1. “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither  
   the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything  
   else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ  
   Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39, NIV). 
  2. “It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the  
   church, intending to persecute them.  He had James, the brother of John, put to  
   death with the sword.  When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to  
   seize Peter also” (Acts 12:1-3, NIV). 
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 C. One Thing That Can Separate You from God 
  1. “As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix 
   was afraid and said, ‘That’s enough for now!  You may leave.  When I find it   
   convenient, I will send for you’” (Acts 24:25, NIV). 
  2. “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian” (Acts  
   26:28, KJV). 
  3. “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day  
   of redemption.  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander,  
   along with every form of malice.  Be kind and compassionate to one another,  
   forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you” (Ephesians 4:30-32, NIV). 
 
CONCLUSION 
  1. “As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men of  
   Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were   
   defeated.  The men of Ammon and Moab rose up against the men from Mount  
   Seir to destroy and annihilate them.  After they finished slaughtering the men  
   from Seir, they helped to destroy one another” (II Chronicles 20:22-23, NIV). 


